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According to a statement released by the National Chamber of Hospitals (CANAHO), in the
southern states of Chiapas, Oaxaca and Guerrero, 75% of all children are malnourished. The
statement also said that nearly half of all children residing in rural Mexico suffer from malnutrition.
CANAHO hospital affiliates number 1,200. In a report titled, "Diagnosis of the Nutrition and Food
Supply System," by the National Solidarity Program (PRONASOL), the number of Mexicans
suffering from malnutrition is estimated at 39 million, or 40% of the population. The report, released
Sept. 12, attributed the situation to low average income levels and inequitable income distribution;
geographic isolation of many rural towns and villages inhabited by about a third of the country's
total population; poor eating habits; and, limited availability of nourishing foodstuffs. At present,
about 10% of the nation's poorest households are able to purchase only a third of nutritional
requirements, despite allocations of 50% to 60% of household income for food. (Sources: Notimex,
09/11/91; La Jornada, 09/13/91)
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